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Waiting, Waitlists and Waitpools by Lisa Marfisi

Description

Waiting for Admission Dem@[ﬁ {t W yet so far away! March 15, 2019 is when Los Angeles
independent schools notify families of t

Leta€™s face it, for most of us, keeping busy is much eagl?@ﬁkﬁng and waiting. The application
process is filled with responsibilities and chores that keep you occupied. During the fall and winter, you
have taken time to write an application, visit schools, attend events, interview, go to assessments and
testing, and do LOTS of research. Now is the hardest part &€" all you can do is WAITa€,a€;

If you have a definite first choice which is clearly FAR above the others, you should let the school

know. This is sometimes called a &€cefirst choicea€e- letter. Write a letter to indicate your strong interest
and be sure to tell them why the school is your first choice AND that you will enroll if you are offered a
space. You can ONLY write this letter to ONE school. Then, you will need to enroll if you are offered a
space. Spaces are limited and schools take these letters VERY seriously. You must be sure the
school is without a doubt where you want to enroll your child.

Here are a few productive things you can do during this time: clarify which school your child would
attend if you are lucky enough to get in. Do your research. When you get your decision letter, you will
only have between one week to 10 days to send in your response. The earlier you send in your
contract or let the school know that you will not accept the space, the faster the school can figure out
how many students they still have room for. It is proper etiquette to respond quickly, even if you do not
want to accept admission, so that you are not holding up the process for another family.

¢ Try to drive to each school during drop off/pick up hours to see what the traffic is like. You may
have gone to meetings and appointments during the middle of the day. Many parents are
surprised to learn how long it actually takes to get to a school during rush hour. Make sure you
have this information BEFORE you make a decision.

¢ Plan ahead financially. You will be required to make a sizable deposit to hold your childa€™s
spot. Make sure you can do this quickly so that you can respond in a timely fashion to the school
of your choice. The deposit is non-refundable. It secures your spot! You will of course at only put
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