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The Lowdown on L.A. Private Elementary School Tours by Alice

Description
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If itA€™s your first time through the private school gauntlet, the tours are everything. As a family you
are trying to make a decision that could impact the next six to twelve years of your lives and no other
form of reconnaissance replaces boots on the ground. Even if youd€™ve seen the brochures, or have
driven by a particular school countless times and even if all your best frienda€™s kids go there and
theya€™ve given all the inside scoop, it still doesna€™t replace the tour.

For me the campus was never exactly what | pictured. No matter how eloquent my friends were, or how
well photographed a campus was, really walking around it was irreplaceable. It&€™s seeing the kids
and their enthusiasm or lack there of. [ta€™s feeling the buzz in the air, the way and where they eat,
where the backpacks get tossed, the lockers, the fields, the size of the campus, how ita€™s
maintained. All of these little vignettes come together to paint a picture. For most of us, ita€™s a feeling
we get, that out kid would be happy, or not, in any given school.

Page 1
Footer Tagline


https://beyondthebrochurela.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/FlickrBrad-Flickinger.jpg
http://www.flickr.com/photos/56155476@N08/6660086347/in/photolist-b9wFCX-b9wzLg-4H8ZLb-49t9wx-mUVt5M-dSioMA-5i73Zi-ppnDGb-93bAWb-b9wRSx-avdKKZ-eiGAHZ-2Uqmkg-6afP97-8qRTYY-6yD6dT-p7U2dB-6WvdFu-38wUqK-d1okHS-gXSPK2-rAGRNd-97sH2-sZK8zK-5UpYzQ-hPnFdc-5h8Kuo-75hFBk-5Kpx7e-cP6Nbm-yxk6C-byhqTk-nmFZrk-dor8HT-9qzw9X-9qCww7-kqc1KU-7oykU4-9v2Jr8-DCL9-riWQGR-d2kWaA-9uo5ye-8XaW2Z-93swkm-74QJeQ-oUE1wJ-ppnD3L-4sX35M-7oym7T
https://beyondthebrochurela.com/8-essential-tips-to-get-the-most-from-private-elementary-school-tours/
https://beyondthebrochurela.com/two-abandoned-a-list-school-tours/

COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

[tA€™s also really the best time to get your questions out. The a€ceeveninga€s that many of the schools
sponsor specifically for Q & AG€™s with kids often feels staged and overly prepared. As my friend
Karen said about one evening in particular, &€ceThe kids felt like theya€™d been too coached. The
headmaster at the time stood off to the side. If questions went in a direction he wasna€™t comfortable
with, hea€™d jump in and steer things in another direction. 4€ce

Particularly if you get lucky and get a student led tour, even if your student guide is extremely well
prepared and rehearsed, youd€™re going to have a chance for real interaction and get a more candid
insights into what your guide loves about his or her school. For that reason alone, 1a€™m a fan of
student led tours.

However, many tours of K-8 schools are done by admissions officers and thata€™s still a good
opportunity not only to see the school and ask questions, but to see if ita€™s a personality match.
Dona€™t panic if your child is a total dolt through whole tour. Admissions people have seen it all. For
most kindergarten classes they are looking more at the family than the child (assuming the child is not
an outlier).

There are some schools that'are so exclusive ita€™s hard to get a tour. | tried to tour John Thomas
Dye and Curtis for my son, but | waited until September to call and apparently | was too late!. If you
dona€™t get on the tour/application list over the-summer at those schools youa€™re out, and
thered€™s no getting back in.

Also buyer beware. Most schools do a good job of touring and your little one may fall in love. My son fell
in love with Oakwood on the tour, but | had an early sense Oakwood wasna€™t in love with us and |
was right. He didna€™t get in, so dona€™t let a five-year olda€™s emotions play too big a role in your
decision making and what eggs you are putting in what baskets. The family and school have to be a
match and that really isna€™t going to be determined by the tour. You will learn things. You may
decide a school is or isna€™1 right, but a lot of other things have to line up between the tour and an
acceptance letter.

Final note, one woman | know got pretty offended when she was being toured by an admissions
director only to look around and see the Headmaster touring another family. Why them and not me she
thought? The truth is there could be a million good reasons, including they are his relatives. Let it go
and enjoy the tour. It really is about you. ItA&€™s about your chance to see the place and get the feel for
it and then all the other posturing, planning, applying, interviewing, waiting and suffering can take place.

God Speed.

Mother of three, Alice attended east coast private schools as a child and has been in the private school
world as a parent for nearly twenty years. Her kids attended Mirman for elementary, then Harvard-
Westlake and Brentwood for high school, with one still to go. She is a writer working in film, TV and for
various magazines such as Family Fun, Wondertime, Glamour and Brides.

Dona€™t miss a thing! Find events, articles, updates on Beyond The Brochurea€™s Facebook Page
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