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Westland School: Proudly Progressive!

Description
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Welcome to Westland!

When | asked Scott Moran, Westlanda€™s head of school, if he would describe Westland as a
progressive school, he told me emphatically, &€ceYes!a€s Marcia Capparela, Westlanda€™s assistant
head of school, echoed his sentiment, adding, &€ceProudly.a€e

Proudly Progressive. Thata€™s exactly what Westland School is. An excellent progressive K-6th
grade located on a scenic, two acre campus along Mulholland in the Santa Monica Mountains. It is an
exquisite gem of a school, idyllic and inspiring, with one story buildings which center around a
courtyard, omitting the need for indoor hallways. The indoor-outdoor quality gives a spacious, open
feeling to the small school.
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Indoor/outdoor quality defines the campus

Scott relocated from NYC to become head of Westland last July. He is the dad of a Westland daughter
and a two-year old. Hea€™s super-smart, very nice, high energy and down-to-earth. His energy and
enthusiasm for the job make you want to join in whatever hed€™s doing. Marcia is an incredibly friendly
and soft-spoken educator whose friendship with my step-mom and co-author, Anne Simon, dates back
to their days at Wildwood School. Scott and Marciad€™s combined experience brings with it a
discerning eye for both the big picture and minute detail. A dynanic duo, these two top administrators
share a love of progressive education, years of combined experience and a strong commitment to the
schoola€™s 1949 founding principles.
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Outside a classroom building

Together with the Westland faculty and staff, Scott and Marcia have set their collective minds on
answering the question, What does progressive education look like in the 21st century? Scott
articulates some of the central ideas, including collaboration, risk taking and how to pick the best
educational concepts and tools that are available nowa€" and in the future. For example, he says,
teaching sharing through the use of wooden blocks rather than putting two students on an Ipad and
telling them to &€cesharea€- is just one way to balance progressive concepts with the newest tools. Of
course, Westland believes there is a time and place for technology, but it isna€™t the best way to teach
a 5 year-old the concept of collaboration, Scott points out.
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A view of the outdoor play area

A Progressive State Of Mind

Westland defines its educational philosophy as one where teachers are involved in developing and
implementing an integrated, hands on social-studies based curriculum. It is a child-centered, non-
competitive learning environment that uses experiential learning to develop problem solving and critical
thinking skills (Source: Westland literature). One of my favorite aspects of this philosophy is the
integrated curriculum, where what is being taught in one class relates to the subject being taught in
another class. The non-competitive aspect of the school is perhaps most noticeable in the lack of
school sports teams. However, students play sports in local recreation leagues and club teams.
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