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Guest Blogger Jenny: Going Oncea€; Going Twicea€, Auction Season at Private
Elementary Schools

Description

auction

When | applied to private school for my daughter, I Knew/itwould involve alot of fundraising demands. Hey,
even public school involves tons of fundraising. While most of' it seemstotally doable (hitting up grandparents for
donations, for instance), thered€™s one part of it | realy, naively did not anticipate: the Silent Auction.

The Silent Auction appears to be a fundraising mainstay at private schools. In case youd€™ve been living on the
moon and are unfamiliar with the Silent Auction concept, it means that parents with children at the school bid for
various donated items, mostly so they fork over even more money to the school, but feel like they&€™re getting
something out of it, too. Civilized lists are placed in front of each item, and peopl e &odi d&€- the price they&€™re
willing to pay for each item.

Fist fights are discouraged. But, occasionally spats do break out. Apparently, at one private school&€™'s Silent
Auction, the second place parent (in other words, the loser), after an argument over the bid sheets, took the item
home anyway, and refused to give it to the rightful bidder. Apparently, the fight went on for months and the
school administration actually had to get involved. Pretty petty.

So who donates the items? Why, the parents, of course! Y es, the parents are expected (even required) to shill for
at least two Silent Auction items. In atown rife with industry connections, thisis simple for some: call in afavor
or two for instant Laker tickets, or behind the scenes studio tours, or aweekend in Santa Barbara. But what if, say,
youd€E™re not particularly connected, or happen to be a semi anti-social writer who livesin her little room? What
then?

The pressure to donate items is huge. And there are criteria. The estimated value must be over $50. Things that are
enthusiastically recommended are (the af orementioned) sports tickets, studio tours, and weekends away. Briefly, |
considered begging the management at Street for a donated dinner for two. But then | panicked. Who the hell do |
think | am, anyway? Why should that restaurant care about my kida&€™s school ? Plus, every private school in Los
Angelesis doing the exact same thing, every year. Thaté€™s an awful lot of free dinner requests for fancy private
schools. Every time | thought about |eaving the safety of my office and waddling up to Street, application in hand,
my stomach clenched.
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In the end, afriend helped me out. | am eternally grateful. She is the Fairy Godmother of Silent Auction Items. So
| got areprieve thisyear. No waddling.

| have another observation regarding the Silent Auction phenomenon. Generally, these events are so insular and
circular. It&€™s not like the items are offered to the public (only afew school make their online auctions
available to the public). The very same parents who pay tuition, and do annual giving, then supply the items and
shell out for them, too. It&€™ s like visiting the same watering hole every time, until it&€™s just a muddy,
unproductive hole in the ground. The one school 1&E€™ve seen (not even a private school) that has a better concept
is Larchmont Charter. Every year, it holds a photography Silent Auction event at agallery in Culver City. The art
is fabulous and the prices are good, plus the school is excellent at inviting other people besides parents to the
event. | bought a photograph there about two years ago. It was awonderful deal, and | love it, but now | cang€™t
afford to go to the event ever again. | have my own auction to contend with.

Weekend in Barstow, anyone?

Jenny Heitz has worked as a staff writer for Coast Weekly in Carmel, freelanced in the South Bay, and then switched to
advertising copywriting. Her daughter started 4th grade at Mirman School this year. She previously attended 3rd .
Elementary School. Jenny has béen published recently in the Daily News and on Mamapedia, The Well Mom, Sane Moms,
Hybrid Mom, The Culture Mom and-A/Child Grows In Brooklyn. She now writes about gift ideas and products on her blog, Find
A Toad.
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