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PS1a€™s Point of View: Purposeful, Progressive, Pluralism (co-authored by Matt
Steiner)
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Thered€™s something captivating about PS1 (Pluralistic School One). Of course, the immediate impact
of the award-winning sustainable campus, built from the ground up on an acre in Santa Monica, is
remarkable. ItA€™s a series of buildings where the architecture encourages exploration into every inch
of the creatively constructed school. Modern classrooms surround a central outdoor space, perfect for
gathering and playing. Therea€™s plenty of shade in just the right places, provided in part by a 100-
year-old oak tree. Therea€™s an easy indoor-outdoor feel that makes this urban school instantly
welcoming. Ita€™s a place youa€™Il want to stay a while, like the parents | observed, whoa€™d
dropped off their kids and stayed to chat with each other.
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PS1 asks, encourages, requests parents to be a part of the school community, modeling an inclusive
school community for the students. We absolutely love the philosophy at PS1, where the school is part
of an extended community in which parents raise their kids. Trust us when we say this doesna€™t
happen accidentally at private schools. It takes unwavering school leadership to set the tone for an
inclusive, connected community and encourage even the most reluctant cynics to help foster these
relationships through events and volunteerism.
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The outdoor courtyard is where | ran into Lisa Perttula, a PS1 mom and herself an educator. Before the
prospective parent tour started, Lisa and | spent a few minutes talking about the school. Lisa loves this
place where her family feels so immersed in its activities. The Perttulas have strong ties to the school
(her mom is on the board) and her kids are thriving and happy there. We talked mostly about the
schoola€™s remarkable ability to educate a wide array of kids from different backgrounds.
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The tour began with remarks from Joel Pelcyger, the head of school. He co-founded the school in 1971,
when he was just 24 years old! A bold, ambitious task that was no small feat, Joel has stayed true to his
mission and thus the school has too. PS14€™s unique brand of progressive education is the result of
Joela€™s vision and work, along with his co-founder and team. The place Joel occupies as a leader in
the forefront of progressive education has remained powerful for more than three decades. This
experience gives PS1 the confidence to teach what it believes, to incorporate the latest in educational
best practices and to resist pressure to conform to ideas it doesna€™t believe serve children well (i.e.
teaching to the test). The result is a fabulous mA®©lange of big ideas that come together inside the
classroom and extend to the school community. &€cePluralism is the belief that a community is
enriched when individual differences are respected and welcomed.a€- A founding value of PS1, this
concept is woven into all aspects of the school.
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