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Description

Feathers Are Easily Ruffled During Admissions Process

A little advice, from the trenchesâ€¦

 
Try to keep your thoughts and plans to yourself during school application time.
 
I know you think it would be great if we could all go through this private school application process together; if
we could embrace the â€œSisterhoodâ€• we share as women and as Moms.  You think to yourself, â€œHey,
thereâ€™s enough of the â€œpieâ€• for everyone, right? Iâ€™m not in competition with so-and-soâ€¦â€•
 
In a perfect world youâ€™d be right.  Itâ€™s a nice world to want to live in.  I know.  I want it too.  Itâ€™s all
animated birds, all the time.  Or, it can be, canâ€™t it?
 
Not.
 
Remember this, people generally get weird when it comes to two subjects: money and their kids.  Not ALL
people, but most of them, or at least enough of them so that youâ€™d better watch yourself. 
 
It can be a minefield out there.
 
Now, I donâ€™t want to be a downer, and I certainly donâ€™t want to make you paranoid.  The whole applying
to school process is stressful enough already!  But I do want to give you some wisdom â€“ youâ€™ll avoid less
drama and hurt feelings if you minimize your discussions and involvement with other people regarding where you
are applying to school, where they are applying to school, and where you both hope to get in.
 
Period.
 
In this game: No news is good news.  Ignorance is bliss.  Good fences make good neighbors.
 
During the stress of the application process, there is a lot less opportunity for feathers to be ruffled and general
unpleasantness to permeate relationships if you play it a little close to the vest.
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Now, some folks may think Iâ€™m wrong.  If you had a good experience with your friends and/or acquaintances
applying to school, well then, hatâ€™s off to ya!  Fantastic!
 
But, itâ€™s been my experience that during application time, everyone gets into their own zone hoping for the
best for their own kiddo, and during that process people might not be as thoughtful as they normally would be, or
they might get a little socially clumsy, or sometimes, they might get even downright mean.  Iâ€™m just saying,
itâ€™s a possibility, so be prepared and try to dodge all that you can. 
 
Quiet. 
 
Itâ€™s disappointing, I know, but Iâ€™d be doing you a disservice if I told you that the Blue Bird on my
shoulder was real.

Samantha Goodman is the mom of a First Grader at Wildwood School and a preschooler at 10th St. Preschool in
Santa Monica. Samanthaâ€™s son also attended 10th St. Preschool. Before her current parenting hiatus she was
a screenwriter in Hollywood.
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