
Guest Blogger Alice: The Dreaded Parent Interview

Description

 

So youâ€™re applying to private elementary schools and youâ€™ve managed to actually get a date for
a tour and/or interview  (which for some schools means you called months in advance and already
jumped through some hoops), which generally means both you and your child will be interviewed.
Youâ€™re a grown up and have survived job interviews and talked banks into loaning you money, so
this should be a piece of cake.  â€œYou arenâ€™t nervous,â€• you tell yourself and pretend the new
outfit you bought is for some other reason, but the truth is as much as we are prepping our kid by
begging and bribing them to behave for just one hour, we know that we also have to pull it off.

 

In fact, when youâ€™re applying for a kindergarten spot in the competitive L.A. private school market, it
may even be more about the family than it is about the child.   I remember the butterflies.  I remember
trying to look like I had money, but not so much that I was pretending to be a big donor.  I remember
wondering if itâ€™s better to look like working mom, or a stay at home mom, (as if I could fake it one
way or another).  I remember frantically searching a schoolâ€™s web site to see if I could think of at
least one or two â€œintelligentâ€• questions to ask, and then trying to memorize those questions.

 

I decided to go to a source and ask an admissions director at one of these schools, to sit with me and
anonymously give me some insights into what they are hoping to get out of the parent interview
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Alice: Whatâ€™s the single most important thing you are looking for in a parent interview?

 

Admissions Director:  For parent interviews I want to hear in their voice that they are supportive of
their child and will be of the school.  In other words, once they put their kid in the school, I want to know
they will trust the school to do what itâ€™s supposed to and not get in the way.

 

Alice: You mean?

 

Admissions Director: (laughing) Get in the teacherâ€™s faces.

 

Alice: Is there a tip off that makes you know you may be talking to a difficult parent?

 

Admissions Director: Yes.  When they start getting really pushy, questioning the curriculum before
they even spend time here.  â€œIf my child does this or that, will you do this or that?â€•  They are
always seeking more and more.  Itâ€™s not many parents, but you do find them.

 

Alice: What would your biggest tip be for a parent going into a parent interview?

 

Admissions Director:  For them to realize that not every school is necessarily a perfect fit for their
child.  They may think itâ€™s a fit because of the status of the school, or whatever, but they need to
understand that a child has to be socially and emotionally ready for any school theyâ€™re applying to.  
Some parents want to push them further than they can actually handle.  Know the boundaries of your
child and whatâ€™s good for them.

 

Alice: Can you give me an example?

 

Admissions Director:  Often the child is just too young and not ready for what a school is going to ask
from them.

 

Alice: Iâ€™m just curious, does it mater what you wear to an interview?
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Admissions Director:  No.  I mean, some parents dress up and thatâ€™s nice, but whatâ€™s on the
outside doesnâ€™t matter.  Itâ€™s the way they present themselves verbally in conversation thatâ€™s
more important.

 

Alice: What if one of the parents doesnâ€™t show up?   Does that matter?

 

Admissions Director:  Itâ€™s not a big deal for one interview, but if dad, for example, doesnâ€™t
show up, Iâ€™ll reach out at some point.

 

Alice: Youâ€™d like to lay eyes on both parents?

 

Admissions Director nods.

 

Alice: So any final tip for us parents?

 

Admissions Director: Parents should do their homework about the schools they are applying to, try to
talk to other families and get the pros and cons and have questions.

 

Alice: Sure, but what kinds of questions?

 

Admissions Director: Anything, about their financial commitments, what after school programs are
offered, what transportation, parent involvement on campus?   What high schools the kids matriculate
to?

 

Alice: And finally?

 

Admissions Director: Come in with an open mind.  Before deciding if this is or isnâ€™t the right place
for your child.  Even if you come in thinking it is right, listen and make sure before you apply.
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â€”â€”

My own final thought is this:  I once was in a group interview situation for one of the most of prestigious
K-12 schools in the city and they had about eight to ten parents around a large table and opened it up
to questions.  It started with one person asking how many letters from board members of the school
would be too much to include in the application.  I believe the officer responded with one is likely
enough and then another hand went up and a parent asked, â€œFollowing up on that, is it
obnoxiousâ€¦?â€•  I didnâ€™t even have to hear the end of the question, because if you start with,
â€œIs it obnoxious?â€•, it obviously will be obnoxious.  Sure enough: â€œIs it obnoxious to have
someone from Clintonâ€™s Cabinet write letters recommending our family?â€•   Clinton at that time
was President.  I canâ€™t say how the admissions director took that, but everyone else in the room
including me, rolled their eyes.  So my personal thought would be, try not to be obnoxious.

 

Mother of three, Alice attended east coast private schools as a child and has been in the private school
world as a parent for nearly twenty years.  Her kids attended Mirman for elementary, then Harvard-
Westlake and Brentwood for high school, with one still to go.  She is a writer working in film, TV and for
various magazines such as Family Fun, Wondertime, Glamour and Brides. 

 

Letâ€™s be social! Like Beyond The Brochure on Facebook. We post a lot of stuff on Facebook
thatâ€™s not on the blog!  Are you more the email type? Get our posts in your in box by subscribing
(enter your email in the â€œsubscribeâ€• box on the right sidebar of the blog. Or, buy the Second
Edition of our book at Amazon.com or your local bookstores!
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