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Christina, my wonderful and talented stepdaughter, (sidebar: we are on a mission to recast that word in
the positive light that reflects our relationship and that of many other stepmother-stepdaughter
relationships) has written recently about the importance of establishing a family message that can be
presented consistently to schools as you journey through the private elementary school admissions
process.

Part of this task is to determine whether you and your spouse/partner are really looking for the same
thing when it comes to the education of your children. It is remarkably easy to think you see things
similarly, but when you are up against it, perhaps even at an admissions open house, you discover that
there are some significant differences in your perceptions or expectations.

It is generally the case that people are comfortable with what they understand. We have all responded
to our own upbringing, either by valuing it and wishing to recreate it for our children, or by questioning
our own experience and seeking something different. It is very important to have this conversation at
home well before you begin to build your family brand and participate in parent interviews.

It is likely that one of you has taken the lead in gathering the necessary information that will determine
what schools you visit and apply to. There is a lot of learning that takes place along the way. One
example is that you will discover that the best competitive academic schools have come to realize that
â€˜hands-onâ€™ learning is appropriate and preferred in many instances at the elementary level.
Looking for the classroom where children sit quietly in rows and keep their eyes on the teacher in the
front of the room who talks may seem familiar, but it does not mean that the best teaching is going on in
that school. 
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The importance of you and your spouse/partner being on the same page when it comes to interviews at
schools cannot be underestimated. Admissions directors can sense any rift, or even minor difference,
between you very easily and that will create concern immediately. So do your homework â€“ both of
you, and have the necessary conversations, even if you donâ€™t think you need to. What you discover
will either cement your family message or help you determine the issues that need to be resolved
before you can move forward as a united front. We discuss the various types of LA private elementary
schools in Beyond The Brochure.

In the end, isnâ€™t this just part of what being a family is? I think so!

Anne Simon, Beyond The Brochure co-author, is the former head of Wildwood Elementary School. She is also
the former dean of the Crossroads Middle School, where her daughter is a graduate of the high school. 

Recent posts by Anne: How Private Elementary Schools Hire Teachers,  Q and A With Anne Simon re:
Writing Your Applications and How To Describe Your Childâ€™s Weaknesses During Admissions Process
To comment, click on â€œcommentsâ€• at the end of any post. You donâ€™t have to register or sign in. You can choose to leave your comment
anonymously (just scroll down until you see â€œanonymousâ€• under your name options).Sometimes Google Blogger requires you to click â€œPostâ€•
a few times before your comment will go through. Please note, if you subscribe to this blog, click on â€œBeyond The Brochureâ€• at the top of the page
and you will be able to leave a comment. 

Donâ€™t miss school events, guest posts, photos and more! Like Us On  Facebook! 
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