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Description

While I seem to recall the end of the year at public school ending with a muffled whimper of truncated
days and parties with bad cupcakes, the end of the year at Mirman is quite different.

 

Although the final fundraising push is pretty much finished after the Mirman School Fair, there are still
used uniforms to sell, retirement parties (complete with fundraising for the retirement parties), plus
various and sundry celebrations. There was an Upper School production of The Sound of Music,
complete with very elaborate costumes (I stopped dead in my tracks last week when I spotted a nun in
full wimple wandering through the campus).

 

Mirman even offers something on the â€œlast dayâ€• of school called Field Day. Field Day, as far as I
can determine, is a bit like â€œColor Warsâ€• at sleep away camp.  Kids are assigned a color to wear
(so itâ€™s not a uniform day, but not precisely a free dress day, either), and the colors compete in
various events. Just a last minute jolt of good competitive fun before the school breaks for a couple of
months.  Anna, whoâ€™s always up for a contest, is already planning her â€œblueâ€• outfit.

 

And then, of course, thereâ€™s graduation. Annaâ€™s class is required to attend, lengthening her
school year by another half day. I figure itâ€™s good for her to see whatâ€™s ahead in terms of pomp
and circumstance (although Iâ€™m always amazed at the fuss made over these lower level
â€œgraduations.â€• I mean, is there an option to not graduate from middle school? Really? Itâ€™s not
like theyâ€™re earning a doctorate or something). Plus, Mirman is a small enough school that Anna
knows some of those middle school graduates, so it becomes more personal.

 

While I wonâ€™t miss the drive over the next couple of months (and indeed, am campaigning like crazy
to get a bus for our area. I love my carpool, but weâ€™ve all had enough), I will miss being up at that
campus. Itâ€™s a lovely, peaceful, happy spot. Iâ€™ve never been on a campus where the kids seem
so serene and engaged. Thereâ€™s always something interesting going on, always a topic to discuss,
and the kids seem to treat each other with such decency.  This first year has been such an
overwhelmingly positive experience for our family. Anna has changed in such positive ways, and seems
so much more comfortable with herself.

 

So thanks, Mirman. And weâ€™ll see you in the fall.
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Jenny Heitz has worked as a staff writer for Coast Weekly in Carmel, freelanced in the South Bay, and then
switched to advertising copywriting. Her daughter started 4th grade at Mirman School this year. She previously
attended 3rd St. Elementary School. Jenny has been published recently in the Daily News and on Mamapedia, The
Well Mom, Sane Moms, Hybrid Mom, The Culture Mom and A Child Grows In Brooklyn. She now writes about
gift ideas and products on her blog, Find A Toad.
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