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A Big Summer Math Packet From The Willows School

Description

rts on Sept. 7th. At the beginning of the summer, the Willows School posted
s, my daughter&€™s grade (and a packet for my 2nd grade son too) on the
DOl&E™ s website and voila, there it was. All 200 pages of it! Due back in
summer this was going to be.

ajor, worked with our kids every morning to complete this packet. It
to start the morning.

cel dond€™t want to do math!a€. Other days, ita€™s a€celook what
: : e dining room.table on their math worksheets. Progress happened.

Everyday brough t, they both like math. He.also found a great online math program

called IXL, which D work on math from their camputers and then sends the parent a

‘ BUss the different types of private elementary schools in LA. In general,
developmental schools belleve that kids learn at different levels of readiness and the curriculum is
multifaceted to allow for learning at various levels. Children are encouraged to participate in the process
of learning. Traditional schools will most likely have a curriculum that requires every child to master
each subject at a certain pace.

What makes The Willows, a developmental school, different than a traditional school, is not so much
what is taught, but how it is taught. My kids get math worksheets, similar to traditional schools. They
take spelling tests each friday. They take tests during the week. Kids are put into groups for math based
on ability. Kids are pulled out for more advanced work based on ability. Same for reading. My daughter
took the ERB standardized test last year (3rd grade).

But, what | think is truly unique about The Willows is the integrated curriculum. If the kids are learning
about the ocean in class, their work in computer lab will be connected to the ocean. Their work in art
class will be also related to the ocean. Field trips will be to places where they learn about the ocean.
And so on. ItA€™s all connected in the most amazing, creative way. This doesna€™t happen by
accident. It takes a lot of work on the part of the teachers and administrators to facilitate this type of
curriculium. But, my kids come home enthuiastic about almost every subject, including math. My
daughtera€™s lesson on fractions started with the kids baking and using the measurements to
understand fractions. They ended the lesson eating the cookies they baked! If | had to pick the most
important part of their education at The Willows, the integrated curriculum would be at the top of the list.
The Willows School.

Are you thinking about whether a developmental or traditional school would be best for your child?
What are your questions? We like getting reader questions that we can answer and post. Let us know
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http://www.ixl.com
http://www.thewillows.org/
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your thoughts. Leave a comment!

To comment, click on &cecommentsé€e at the end of any post. Y ou don&€™t have to register or signin. You can choose to
leave your comment anonymously (just scroll down until you see &€osanonymousa€e under your name options).Sometimes
Google Blogger requires you to click &€oegPost&€» afew times before your comment will go through
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