
Reader Question: Resume Building To Appeal To Schools?

Description

One of our readers asked us what things she should â€œbuild upâ€• or emphasize on her â€œresumeâ€• as a parent
to be more appealing during the school admissions process.

 
This is a great question!
 
As weâ€™ve said many times before, private elementary schools are evaluating the child AND the family.
Itâ€™s so important for you as a parent to highlight your skills, volunteer work, charity work and anything else
you think youâ€™ll be able to contribute to your childâ€™s elementary school.
 
If your child is currently at preschool and has another year there, get involved, if possible. Private elementary
schools like to see a track record of school volunteerism. Simply paying tuition and never helping out isnâ€™t
what they like to see.
 
Really think about your professional and volunteer skills and how they could apply to a private elementary school
environment.
 
Parents sometimes underestimate the unique and in-demand skills they possess so they donâ€™t mention them on
the application or in the parent interview. Your skills have been developed over a professional career, your time at
preschool, your time as a mom and your work in your community. All these experiences can be relevant! But,
nobody will know about them unless you break them down into specific, â€œcan-doâ€• skills and abilities:
 
For example:

Iâ€™m skilled with graphic design computer programs and can train volunteers to use them
We own a restaurant and often donate to locate community events
As a volunteer, I chaired a non profit organizationâ€™s committee to bring in donations for our charity
event
Iâ€™m a writer and would love to help with any school publications like the newsletter, website, etc.
We just re-landscaped our back yard and would welcome the opportunity to work in the school garden
We own a small printing business and would be happy to donate printing services for school events
(invitations, flyers, announcements)
And, you can just simply say, â€œIâ€™d be happy to help out with whatever is needed at your schoolâ€¦I
really want to be involvedâ€•. What admissions director wouldnâ€™t want to hear that from a prospective
parent?
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